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“I would like to use academic podcasts, movies, TED Talks, and TV shows in my classroom. 
But, how do I know that my students can handle the vocabulary demands of these materials?” To 
answer that question, the presenter discusses the number of words necessary to understand 
audio/video materials in English.  
 
English language teachers would like to use movies, podcasts, TED Talks, TV shows, and soap 
operas/sitcoms to improve their learners’ listening comprehension and promote independent 
vocabulary learning (e.g., Richards, 2014; Webb & Rodgers, 2009). When selecting a snippet of 
a movie, a single podcast episode, or a TED talks presentation, English language teachers might 
not be aware of the vocabulary demands of the audio/movie materials. This often happens 
because teachers tend to pick an audio/video material based on its content. Thus, the lexical 
profile of the selected material is oftentimes unattended, despite the fact that the research has 
indicated that a good listening comprehension can be achieved as long as learners know around 
95% of the words used in listening passages (van Zeeland & Schmitt, 2013).  
 
In this presentation, the presenter aims to (1) provide a brief overview of research findings 
concerning the vocabulary demand of listening/spoken discourse types, and (2) introduce two 
teacher-friendly tools that can be used to identify the vocabulary demand of teacher-selected 
audio/video materials.  
